Lesson: Module 7 Lesson 4   

           
 Topic: Constructive Criticism

Objective: The student will demonstrate the ability to accept and respond to constructive criticism in a college environment by writing a reflection to a scenario and including at least three concrete ways to process criticism and turn it into a positive learning experience.

	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&

Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint file with teacher notes for Module 7 Lesson 4 “Constructive Criticism” and make copies of Student-Guided notes for each student in the class.  

Inform students that during this lesson they need to think about accepting and responding to constructive criticism.  


	Power Point File
Module 7 Lesson 4
Student-Guided Notes



	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input

Use the PowerPoint file with teacher notes to discuss constructive criticism in the college environment. Detailed information is provided on the notes pages of each slide in the PowerPoint file. Provide examples and take questions as needed during the full-group discussion.

Guided Practice

Group students into pairs. Give them one minute to make a list of times they may receive criticism in college (e.g. from a professor on a paper, in response to a project, from classmates when working in groups, at work when they are late, from a roommate on being messy, etc.). When the minute is over, go around the room and have students give one item from their list at a time. If another pair says one of their examples, they should cross it off their list to avoid repeats. Using this method, create a master list on the board/chart paper based on student responses. Using the master list, highlight or mark the examples that students feel they might have a harder time accepting or responding to and tell why. Group students back into pairs, and assign each group one or two of the examples of criticism on the master list. Each pair of students will write ways to respond positively to that example of criticism based on what was taught in the lesson. When students are finished, they will share their responses with the class. Use these responses as a platform to reiterate the main points from the lesson.


	PowerPoint file with teacher notes

Student-Guided Notes




	Extended Practice
	Give each student a copy of the “Constructive Criticism Reflection” sheet that describes the following assignment. Using this sheet, each student will write a reflection that addresses the emotionality of criticism, as well as steps they can take that will turn the criticism into a learning experience. Stress the importance of being honest and using the tools and tips provided in the lesson. When completed, the reflection should be added to the students’ transition notebooks.    

Constructive Criticism Reflection Assignment:

Based on the scenario listed below, write a one page response that details how you would handle the situation. Use the following questions as a guide to write your reflection. Make sure that you are honest with yourself. Remember to include three concrete ways that you would process the criticism and three benefits of learning to respond positively to constructive criticism.  

Scenario

You have had a crazy week at school. You had two tests, one group project, and one paper due within the same week. On top of that, you work 12 hours a week, and your roommate has been sick. Even though you prepared in advance for all this work, you have still felt overwhelmed. You feel like you put a lot of effort into making sure you did your best work on the paper, but when you get it back, you received a C, and it’s covered with red corrections that are blunt and, in your opinion, very picky.   

1. How would the criticism affect you? Why would it impact you in this manner?

2. Describe three concrete ways in which you would process this criticism and turn it into a positive learning experience.

3. What are the benefits of learning to respond positively to constructive criticism? Describe at least three benefits.


	“Constructive Criticism Reflection”

	Lesson Closing
	Review the constructive criticism lecture main points.
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