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     Family Plan

Objective: (1) The student will articulate the key elements of his/her current IEP. (2) The student will complete a draft of a “Summary of Performance” to be shared in the postsecondary setting.

Materials needed from module 

Power Point file (Be sure to access the notes pages that accompany each slide.)
Summary of Performance (SOP) forms
Additional resources needed
Copy of student’s most recent IEP
Copy of student’s most recent educational testing report (i.e., psychoeducational testing with IQ and achievement scores)
Family discussion and activity
Plan for it:
· For the Summary of Performance activity in this lesson, parents have the option of either watching the instructional video with your student while working through the activity, or watching the video prior to working through the activity and then walking your student through the SOP process yourself. (See further information in the Try it section below.) 
Talk about it:

· Take some time to review together the intent and processes involved in developing an IEP each year. The National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY) website is helpful for providing resources for this discussion. The information from their “short and sweet” IEP overview (http://nichcy.org/schoolage/iep/overview) is useful if students are unfamiliar with this process.  

· Review the student’s most recent IEP together. Also review any additional testing materials you have on hand. [Note: If the student does not have eligibility testing from within the past 3 or 4 years, please be aware that some colleges and universities will require updated testing results to determine eligibility for providing accommodations.] Walk through each section of the IEP and discuss its significance and purpose. Develop a list of questions the student can ask his/her teacher if needed.

· Explain that as long as the student has been eligible for special education services, an IEP team has met each year to make a plan for his/her next year’s instruction. Hopefully the student has been involved in that process, but if not now is a good time to begin. Use this opportunity to help the student understand what teachers and parents have been doing on his/her behalf. 

· Explain that the Summary of Performance (SOP) should be developed during a student’s last year of high school to create a document that can be used to share information about his/her learning strengths and needs to people in postsecondary settings. It is not a contract or a guarantee that the same services will be provided in postsecondary settings, or even intended to take the place of materials required to document eligibility for services. A disability support service (DSS) provider will also likely require documentation of eligibility for services along with the SOP. However, the SOP is a way to share with disability support service providers the kinds of information that may be useful when determining appropriate college supports.

Try it:

· Completing a Summary of Performance (SOP)
· With the student, work through the video resource entitled “Completing a Summary of Performance Form” available on the National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center (NSTTAC) website (http://www.nsttac.org/NSTTACVideos/SOPVideo.aspx). Alternatively, you can watch this video earlier and walk the student through the SOP process yourself. 
· Make a copy of the blank SOP form that is posted with the curriculum materials and review it with your student.  

· Compare the student’s Present Levels of Functioning, Annual Goals, Accommodations and Modifications, and Transition Goals and Activities to the SOP form. Discuss the information that disability support service providers would find most useful. 
· One thing for seniors to keep in mind during this process is that, over the course of the high school years, they may have faded the use of some of the accommodations they needed as freshmen. The college environment will be a very different and new educational setting, and the need for support will possibly be more like they were the freshman year than the senior year. This can be reflected in the SOP. 
· Let the student make a pass at completing his/her SOP form using the information from the video, IEP, and assessment data. Review the SOP together and make any needed modifications.

· Disability Support Provide Role Play
· In college, it will be important that the student feels comfortable talking about his/her disability and the impact it has on his/her learning. 
· Role play together the process of orally summarizing what is documented on the student’s SOP in order to practice meeting with a DSS provider. Some sample questions you might ask your student to respond to in this role play include:

· What challenges does your disability cause in school?

· What are your strengths and how do they help you in school?

· What accommodations and supports have been helpful for you in the past?

· How do you learn best? What strategies and resources help you do well in school?
For more information:

· This is just a refresher for many students, so you will want to adapt the process as appropriate for your family. For those who need to explore this process a little more deeply, the National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center (NSTTAC) has many more resources and lesson plans related to student IEP involvement, self-advocacy, self-directed IEP’s, and self-determination skills. Links for all of these plans are contained at http://www.nsttac.org/LessonPlanLibrary/Main.aspx. 
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