Module 3, Lesson 4






            College Bound Transition Curriculum
Using Technology Responsibly








     Family Plan

Objective: The student will evaluate their online presence based on criteria for responsible technology use and social networking.

Materials needed from module 

Power Point file (Be sure to access the notes pages that accompany each slide.)
Spacebookster Profile Handouts and Key

Social Networking Site Evaluation Worksheet
Additional resources needed
Family friends
Computer or other internet-connected device for accessing social networking sites
Family discussion and activity
Plan for it:
· One family member will need to facilitate the Spacebookster activity in this lesson. In advance, this person should look over the Spacebookster materials on the curriculum site and may want to print copies of the profiles for the other family members who will be participating.   

Talk about it:

· Use the PowerPoint slides to prompt elements of a discussion about how the student plans to use technology during his/her daily life in college. Discuss the potential risks of using technology irresponsibly and how to mitigate those risks by becoming “tech-savvy” and “web wise.” Feel free to modify the materials as appropriate for your specific home setting.

Try it:

· Spacebookster Activity 

· One family member should facilitate the activity using the information from slide #24 in the PowerPoint file.

· The facilitator gives the packet of Spacebookster pages to the rest of the family. Tell them to assume that they are moving to a new city, and that they have been using Spacebookster to check out profiles of a few people for a potential roommate for their new apartment. Each family member should identify the two profiles of people with whom they would most like to be roommates. It is ok if more than one family member selects the same profile. 
· Facilitator - do not tell the others that these profiles are based on specific people/characters at the beginning of the activity; they should assume that they’re simply generic, made-up profiles. 
· Ask each person to share their choices and provide a rationale for why they think these individuals would be good roommate candidates. After everyone has finished, make a list of all the individuals who have been chosen. Reveal the true identities from the Spacebookster profiles, and decide who has made the best roommate selection. 
· As a family, discuss what implications these choices have for how we interpret other people’s social media profiles and why it is important to use technology, especially social networking sites, responsibly.

· Social Media Review and Evaluation
· Give the student some time to review social network sites to determine what message he or she is sending.  Be sure s/he reviews all aspects of his/her online footprint with a critical eye (e.g. personal sites, comments made on other sites, comments people make on materials, pages liked or followed, photos posted, etc.). 
· The student can use the worksheet posted with the curriculum materials to make notes about thoughts or questions. 
· After the student has had some time to look through his/her social networking materials, ask a family member or friend to use the worksheet to conduct a similar review. Ideally, this will be someone who can provide a very critical review based on experience in work or educational environments. Parents may also want to review the materials as a third point of feedback. 
· Get together to compare notes and go over the reviews. Discuss together any issues or concerns that emerged regarding the student’s online presence, along with what can be done to correct these issues. If there are not any areas that need to be addressed, describe the good safety practices the student already use online.
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