Lesson:  Module 3 Lesson 3                        Topic: Online Learning
Objective: The student will identify and explain one online learning platform and three online course tools that will be found at the postsecondary school they plan to attend.
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&

Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 3 Lesson 3 and make copies of Student-Guided Notes for each student in the class. Let students know that at the conclusion of this lesson they should be able to identify different online learning platforms and course tools.

	PowerPoint File  Module 3 Lesson 3
Student-Guided Notes



	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input

Lead a group discussion about experiences in school using online learning. After sharing K-12 online learning experiences, the teacher will note that while there are still classes in college designated as either face-to-face/campus-based classes, the reality is that all courses now incorporate some type of technology tools to facilitate the course. 

Using PowerPoint outline, explain to the class that postsecondary settings have two aspects of online learning.  There is a learning platform and online course tools.  Understanding the differences and similarities in these, the way they work together, and the characteristics of each will help students have an understanding of how online learning works.

Learning Platforms refer to an integrated set of online services that provide teachers and learners with information, tools, and resources to support and enhance educational delivery and management. Essentially, it is a set of online tools that work together in a type of operating system where students can go to one place and access all of their classes and each class’ respective email, message boards and discussion forums, text and video conferencing, shared diaries, online social areas, as well as assessment, management and tracking tools respective ass'online classes,  and access all of their online classes, ll help students have an understanding of how online le(Wikipedia). Most online courses will use a specific learning platform. Face-to-face courses typically use certain aspects of the learning platform. View the videos of three commonly used online learning platforms. 


After each video, hold a discussion on the key points of each platform and its uses.

· Blackboard/WebCT: http://www.blackboard.com/Platforms/Learn/Overview.aspx   

· Centra web conferencing: http://www.sabameeting.com/product/classroom

· Moodle: https://moodle.org/about/

Online Course Tools can be used with face-to-face, partially online, or fully online courses.  Online course tools refer to any online method for delivering content or communication.  They may be accessed through the learning platform, or they may be accessed through an independent website.  All students and professors are required to use them; therefore, it is necessary to understand how they work in order to be successful in school.  Lead a discussion on the following course tools: 
· Grade Center: Teachers may use this tool to post feedback, points, grades, list assignments, have students submit assignments, have online tests in any format (multiple choice, essay, etc.) Students may keep up with how they are doing in their coursework.  This is typically found in the learning platform.

· Delivery of content: Professors may use the online environment for course content either live through videoconferencing tools, in an interactive format, or through written material in learning units.  This may or may not be in the learning platform.

· Discussion Boards, Wikis, Blogs: Students and faculty typically engage in discussions about topics through these tools, allowing for more student interaction in the online environment that is evident in classes that meet face-to-face.  This may or may not be in the learning platform.

· Synchronous/Asynchronous Chats: Asynchronous chats take place outside of real time.  Examples include email and posts to a discussion board.  Students involved in asynchronous chats can digest the information and respond to it at a time that is convenient for them.  During synchronous chats, all participants are expected to be online and available at the same time.  Examples include chat rooms, whiteboard drawing boards, and interactive group work.

Guided Practice

Students will work in pairs or small groups to complete a graphic organizer, such as a double bubble map, that compares/contrasts online learning platforms and online course tools including examples of each.  See the completed example for ideas.


	PowerPoint with
Teacher Notes

Student-Guided Notes 
Access to online videos

Completed example of graphic organizer

	Extended Practice
	Students will go to the website of the school they plan to attend and find out the online learning platform that school uses.  They will then go to the learning platform’s website to find out more about it, including the online course tools that it contains.  They will also give one example of an online course tool that may be used but is not included in the learning platform.  Use the PowerPoint template as a model for the students to follow.  The students will put together a PowerPoint presentation to demonstrate what they have learned.  

	Venn Diagram/

Double Bubble Thinking Map® Template

(not included)

	Lesson Closing
	Refer back the quote on the last slide of the PowerPoint, “The question is no longer IF the internet can transform learning in powerful ways.”  Reiterate that mastering basic technology skills and understanding the different types of tools will be needed to be successful in postsecondary settings. 
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