Lesson: Module 3 Lesson 2


                         Topic: Postsecondary Technology Tools for Learning
Objective:  The student will identify and describe at least three technology tools that are common to college settings and create a PowerPoint presentation describing one example of assistive technology.
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&

Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 3 Lesson 2 and make copies of Student-Guided Notes for each student in the class. Ask students to give you a working definition for informational technology and assistive technology. Review how they can be similar and different. Let students know that at the conclusion of this lesson they should be able to identify a variety of assistive technology products and discuss their use in postsecondary settings. 


	Power Point File Module 3 Lesson 2

Student-Guided Notes



	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input
Use the PowerPoint file with teacher notes to discuss assistive technology for postsecondary settings.
Why is it important? 

· AT helps students with learning difficulties be more successful in college. 

· Many students say that AT resources make learning more effective and efficient, thus making learning less stressful.

· Students who use AT in high school are more likely to use AT in college.

Exploration: Review the technology items discussed in Module 3 Lesson 1.  Expand the discussion to include an exploration of using technology in college.  Discuss the impact of continuing to use what already works for the students, as well as exploring new technology options for areas where additional support may be needed. 

Watch demo videos online of the following: 

· Dragon Naturally Speaking: Speech-to-text software that the student installs on the computer. The program converts speech into text, allows for voice commands of the computer, searching the Internet, etc. Watch the demo online at http://www.nuance.com/videoplayer/videoplayer.asp?n=Nuance_DNS_11_Launch_100_640x360&w=640&h=360&p=naturallySpeaking/product-demos/&autoPlay=false&videoPage=true 

· Livescribe Smart Pens: This is a ballpoint pen with embedded digital audio recorder; it synchronizes written notes on special paper with audio recording. View the demo online at http://www.livescribe.com/en-us/ 

· TextHELP, Read & Write Gold: This is a text-to-speech software that installs on your computer and is controlled via floating taskbar.  The software reads text aloud and has many other features such as dictionary, phonetic spell checker, screen masking, and converting to mp3 files. View the demo online at http://www.texthelp.com/videotours/rw10marketing/intro/intro_stream_us.html 

· Classmate: This is a portable audio book player that reads books aloud while highlighting text on the device screen. It includes integrated dictionary, voice or text notes, highlighting, and bookmarking passages. View the demo online at http://www.humanware.com/en-usa/products/learning_disabilities/_details/id_107/classmate__reader.html 

Hold a group discussion about the use of laptop computers, netbooks, tablet PCs, and iPads.  

· Tablet PC: This is a cross between a traditional laptop and a tablet.  It looks like a laptop, but the display panel swivels and folds down to an all touchscreen interface.  A stylus can be purchased for input, which allows for handwriting on the screen instead of typing. A benefit is that notes or editing can be done by hand directly on the document for later revisions.
· Netbook: Smaller and lighter than a traditional laptop to increase portability; however, they typically have less power and fewer features than a traditional laptop. Students may be limited with basic functions. 

· Tablets: Increasingly popular, mobile devices such as the iPad are smaller and lighter than laptops and netbooks and increase portability.  They have numerous apps for different types of supports as needed.  
Guided Practice
Allow the students to work in groups to complete a graphic organizer that will expand students from having a basic knowledge of these products to the application of them.  Using the seven products listed above, brainstorm the academic uses and life purposes of each.  

	PowerPoint file with teacher notes

Student-Guided Notes

Internet connection with clearance to watch specific video demos 

Copies of a blank tree map for each student 

Teacher copy of completed tree map



	Extended Practice
	Students will select one of the following AT items to explore on their own and create a short PowerPoint about the item using the provided template: iPad, Audio recorder, Kurzweil, Smartphone, Inspiration graphic organizer software, Speech-to-text software, Smart pens, Tablets, Text-to-speech software, Other: Students will discuss with the teacher to determine appropriateness of the item. 

	PowerPoint template
Computer access


	Lesson Closing
	Students will share their Power Points with the class.  This can be done in a subsequent lesson if needed.
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