Lesson: Module 3 Lesson 1 




 Topic: Introduction to Technology: General, Instructional, and Assistive Technologies
Objective: The student will identify types of examples of technology and classify them according to purpose (general, instructional, or assistive).  
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&

Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 3 Lesson 1 and make copies of Student-Guided Notes for each student in the class.  Use the PowerPoint file to introduce the lesson and inform students that they will identify and discuss different types of technology they currently use and types of technology they will likely use in college. 
	PowerPoint File Module 3 Lesson 1
Student-Guided Notes


	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input
Group the students into pairs or small groups and brainstorm different types of technology they use on a daily basis, along with how/why they use the product. Groups will share with the class while a recorder keeps a master list of the items shared on the board or chart paper.
In tandem with brainstorming the technology items, it may be helpful to also brainstorm how they fit into categories, such as school, home, clubs, and entertainment. Add all the identified technology items to the appropriate category, noting with students that some items may fall into more than one category. Add more categories as needed. 

Teach students that there are three main types of technology:
· General: All types of technology 

· Information/Instructional: Refers to anything related to computing technology, such as networking, hardware, software, the Internet, or the people that work with these technologies; types of technology that help teach skills or content 

· Assistive: Types of technology that help increase functional capabilities; see PowerPoint for more detailed information

Read federal definition of assistive technology with a focus on discussion of what the bold/underlined phrase means.  “…any item, piece of equipment or product system, whether acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities.” Specifically address what it means to increase the function of something. 
Common goals between IT and AT are to help students with reading, writing, and organization. While we think of instructional technology as teaching skills and/or content and assistive technologies as a way to increase function, most technologies today do both by helping teach content and skills while also increasing function.
Use the Youtube link http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlkxOpXuNjU to show how instructional technology (The Disney Book app) can also be assistive technology.  How could this app increase the function of someone with a disability?  Can the students think of any other examples of tools that could be both instructional and assistive technology? 

Guided Practice

Using the list generated at the beginning of class, have students categorize the technology items as being one of the following: general, informational/instructional, or assistive.  Remind students that some types of technology may not fall into more than one of these three categories, while some may fall into all three—with advances in technology, the lines between the categories are becoming increasingly blurred. 
	Power Point with Teacher Notes
Student-Guided Notes

Method choice for tracking brainstorming ideas: sticky notes, bubble map outline, etc.
Internet access for watching YouTube video 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlkxOpXuNjU

	Extended Practice
	Distribute copies of the “Where do they belong?” handout.  Students should sort these into the categories from the lesson, general, instructional/informational, and/or assistive using the graphic organizer of your choice.  Remind students that items can fall into more than one category.


	Make copies of “Where do they belong?” handout

	Lesson Closing
	Ask students to share the category where they placed their technology items.  Discuss any differences in answers. The ultimate goal is for students to have an accurate working knowledge of the definitions.  
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