Lesson: Module 1 Lesson 4




Topic: High School vs. College Part IV: Testing and Grading
Objective: The students will identify personal implications based on key differences between high school and college testing and grading.
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&
Lesson

Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 1 Lesson 4 and make copies of student-guided notes for each student in the class. Let students know that at the conclusion of this lesson they should be able to discuss differences between high school and college and identify at least one personal implication based on what is discussed. This is the final set of the High School/College comparisons in Module 1.
	Power Point File Module 1 Lesson 4

Student-Guided Notes


	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input
Use teacher notes (detailed) and PowerPoint slides (key ideas) to discuss the depicted High School/College Comparisons regarding testing and grading. Provide examples and take questions as needed during a full group discussion of each. 

Lead a full group discussion on the following contrast:

High School: Homework, quizzes, projects, and extra credit often raise a student’s overall grade when test grades are low because many assignments are averaged into the final grade.

College: Test grades usually carry a great amount of weight in the final grade. Homework may be ungraded and extra credit is rarely available. Tests or papers are often the only grades students get in a class.

Facilitate a discussion around several implications of the impact from involvement in a college classroom. Some sample implications that you may want to ensure are mentioned (either by you or the students) are:

· Understanding that homework and activities – even if ungraded – are designed to contribute to necessary knowledge and proficiency for cumulative tests.  Therefore, it is important to complete these activities even if a grade is not received and even if they are not checked in class.

· Necessity of attending all classes if possible as attendance does often influence grades

· Necessity of establishing and following a consistent study schedule which attempts to touch on each class each day
· Helpfulness of using services at the university’s Office of Disability Support Services early each semester.  Supports can be faded later in the semester if needed, but it is best to begin using all available supports early (even if those same supports were not used in the high school setting) and then eliminate what is not needed.

Guided Practice

Group students in groups of 3 - 4.  Each group should be instructed to brainstorm at least four potential implications (similar to the discussion you had as a full group) about the following contrast:

High School:  Tests are usually frequent and cover small amounts of material.

College: Tests are generally infrequent and cover large amounts of material. A course might only have 2 or 3 tests in a semester. Tests may also be cumulative, meaning that students are asked about material from the entire semester (even if it has already been addressed on an earlier test).

Have groups share their ideas and compile a group list on the board.  You may want to ensure that points such as the following are mentioned by at least one group.  

· Necessity for developing and sticking to a daily study schedule that “touches” each class each day and provides a vehicle for mastering small bits of information day by day (rather than cramming)

· Necessity for keeping up with information and interacting with it (both from text and class notes) all during the semester and having it on hand to study for tests

Importance of reading over notes after a class and filling in any information that may have been left out or written unclearly, filling in examples from class or the text, reorganizing if needed, etc.

	PowerPoint with
Teacher Notes

Student-Guided Notes

	Extended Practice
	Each student chooses one of the following comparisons/contrasts to independently brainstorm at least 3 potential implications (use included handout if desired):

Option 1:

High School:  Teachers will usually try to help students in many ways to keep their grades up.
College: Students with poor grades must seek help from the professor and other resources. Student can be put on academic probation for poor grades.

Option 2: 

High School: Teachers tell students when a test is coming up and remind them frequently.

College:  Professors put test dates in the syllabus and may never mention it again until the day of the test. 

Option 3:

High School:  Report cards and progress reports are sent home to inform parents or guardians of a student’s grades.

College:  The university will not inform parents of grades.

Option 4: 

High School: Teachers often rearrange test dates to avoid conflicts with school events or tests in other classes.

College: Professors usually schedule tests and assignments without regard to the demands of other courses or outside activities and are unlikely to reschedule a test date due to a student conflict.

If desired, distribute topics to ensure that each one is being addressed by one or two students.


	“Implications of High School vs. College Contrasts” Worksheet


	Lesson Closing
	Students share their ideas.  If students have taken different topics, all students can fill in their empty spaces. 
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