Lesson: Module 1 Lesson 2



            Topic: High School vs. College Part II: Classes and Instructors
Objective: The student will identify personal implications based on key differences between high school and college classes and instructors.
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&
Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 1 Lesson 2 and make copies of student-guided notes for each student in the class. Let students know that at the conclusion of this lesson they should be able to discuss differences between high school and college and identify at least one personal implication based on what is discussed. This is the second set of the High School/College Comparisons in Module 1.
	Power Point File Module 1 Lesson 2

Student-Guided Notes


	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input
Use teacher notes (detailed) and PowerPoint slides (key ideas) to discuss the depicted High School/College Comparisons regarding classrooms and instructors. Provide examples and take questions as needed during a full group discussion of each.

Lead a full group discussion on the following contrast:

High School:  Classes do not have more than 30 to 35 students.

College:  Classes may have anywhere from 5 to more than 100 students. 

Facilitate a discussion around several implications of the impact of involvement in a college classroom. Some sample implications that you may want to ensure are mentioned (either by you or the students) are:

· Necessity for thinking carefully about where to sit in the classroom (front is best for most). Avoid temptation to sit near the back of the classroom.

· Potential for more in-class distractions and methods for reducing them

· Necessity for taking deliberate steps to ensure the instructor knows you as a student

· Increased possibility for finding peers in the classroom with similar interests and study styles and the helpfulness of proactively establishing study groups

Guided Practice

Group students into groups of 3 or 4.  Each group should be instructed to brainstorm at least four potential implications (similar to the discussion you had as a full group) about the following contrast:
High School:  Teachers often write information on the board or overhead projector to be copied for notes.

College:  Professors may lecture nonstop and write on the board only to support the lecture, not to summarize it.  Good note-taking skills are essential.  

Have groups share their ideas and compile a group list on the board.  Sample points that you may want to ensure are mentioned by at least one group are:

· Importance of strong note taking skills: several models are useful, and each person will have his/her own style.  This can be researched, learned, practiced prior to beginning college

· Reality that instructors will not always say something like, “this is important – write it in your notes” and that classes will often feel like casual conversations … necessitating an understanding of key words that signal what should be noted 

· Helpfulness of the use of abbreviations and symbols when note taking: students can develop a system prior to entering college that they find usable and useful.  

· Necessity to have a “back-up” plan (e.g. to use accommodations provided by the office of Disability Support Services) such as a note taker, tape recorder, etc.  

	PowerPoint

Teacher Notes

Student-Guided Notes

Use the graphic organizer your school uses (not included)



	Extended Practice
	Each student chooses one of the following comparisons/contrasts to independently brainstorm at least 3 potential implications (use included handout if desired):

Option 1:  

High School:  Students follow a school-directed schedule and are told how to spend their time.

College:  Students (along with their advisors) create their own schedules and manage their own time.
Option 2:

High School:  Teachers teach knowledge and facts, drawing direct connections and leading students through the thinking process.

College: Professors expect students to think independently and connect seemingly unrelated information on their own.

Option 3: 

High School: Teachers often take class time to remind students of test dates and assignments.

College: Professors expect students to read, save, and refer back to the course syllabus.

The nature of the discussion should emphasize that one setting/form of instruction is not bad and the other good.  Instead, the high school setting is designed to teach students the thinking skills they will need in college.  Teachers model this type of thinking for students and support students in their attempts.  However, students must understand the importance of watching and learning from this.  When in college, they will be expected to apply what they have learned independently.  

If desired, distribute topics to ensure that each one is being addressed by one or two students.  

	“Implications of High School vs. College Contrasts: Classes and Instructors” Worksheet

	Lesson Closing
	Students share their ideas.  If students have taken different topics, all students can fill in their empty spaces.  
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