Module 1, Lesson 2






            College Bound Transition Curriculum
High School vs. College Part II: Classes and Instructors





     Family Plan

Objective: The student will identify personal implications based on key differences between high school and college classes and instructors.
Materials needed from module 

Power Point file (Be sure to access the notes pages that accompany each slide.)
Additional resources needed
Student reflection sheet
Family discussion and activity 
Talk about it:

· Review each slide on the Power Point file, stopping to elaborate on each one. If family members have attended a college setting, take time to tell stories about experiences related to the slides. If not, either invite someone to join you who does have experience in a college setting or simply talk about what you think the implications will be for each comparison on the slides.

For example:

· Discuss the different options for where to sit in a large lecture-style classroom, and where the best fit would be for your student (front is best for most). Avoid the temptation to sit near the back of the classroom. Talk through the strengths and limitations of each – remembering to consider hearing distance, impression on teacher, distractions, ability to ask questions, etc.  

· Discuss strategies the student has used in the past to reduce classroom distractions. How will these strategies work in larger class environments with potentially more in-class distractions?

· What are some ways the student will make a deliberate and early effort to ensure the instructor knows him/her as a student? Role play these if it will help the student become more comfortable.

· What are some ways the student can actively seek peers in the classroom with similar interests and study styles? Will s/he try to develop study groups? How?

· Discuss different ways for recording the class content. How does the student currently take notes? Is the student willing to audio-record classes – if so does s/he know how? Does s/he have a recording device? Discuss that instructors will not always indicate what is “important” to put in class notes.

Try it:

· Decide on a couple of opportunities to “practice” sitting in a lecture situation and taking notes. For example, attend a lecture style event in the community, watch a motivational speaker, or watch a documentary on The History Channel. In these settings information will be provided without the heavy direction for note taking that might be in the high school classroom. Parents, take notes at the same time as the student – help the student develop strategies to get as much information recorded as possible (e.g. organization strategies, abbreviations, etc.) during and after the lecture.

· Attend community speaking events and determine where the student prefers to sit and his/her comfort level with using recording device in large group settings.

· Research the accommodations available through the disability support services in the college the student wants to attend (e.g. note takers, audio recording, etc.). Make a note of what students need to do to access these accommodations? Make a note of the building name, phone, email, webpage, etc. of that office. (Note: You will re-visit disability support services in a different module in more detail.)
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