What Does This Mean for Me?
Consider the differences between high school and college as pertains to the questions listed in below. Enter your answers for each question in the corresponding columns for high school and college.
	High School
	College

	How much are students required to pay per year in high school?


	How much might students pay for a year of in-state academic expenses at a 4-year college/university in North Carolina?



	
	How much might students pay for a year of academic expenses in a North Carolina community college setting?

	What courses are required for me to graduate from high school on a college-preparatory track?
	What courses will be required for me to graduate from college in the major of my choice? 

	What happens if I do not understand something in high school?
	What happens if I do not understand something in college?

	What accommodations do I receive in high school for my academic work?
	What accommodations do I expect to receive in college for my academic work?

	What happens in high school when students are caught plagiarizing?
	What happens in college when students are caught plagiarizing?

	How often do teachers and parents provide reminders about upcoming assignments in high school?
	How often can I expect to receive reminders about upcoming assignments in college?


What Does This Mean for Me? Teacher Key
	High School
	College

	How much are students required to pay per year in high school?

Students in the public school are entitled to a free and appropriate public education.  School fees each year are minimal (e.g., often less than $10–$15).


	How much might students pay for a year of in-state academic expenses at a 4-year college/university in North Carolina?

This varies at each university and changes yearly. Some sample costs at one of the more inexpensive schools are:  $5,868.00 (tuition and fees) + $4,650.00 (housing) + $700.00 (books) = approximately more than $11,200  per year.   

	
	How much might students pay for a year of academic expenses in a North Carolina community college setting?

This changes periodically and may be different (especially in different states).  One example of a tuition charge at the time of the development of this material was a maximum of $1,104.00 per semester for full-time in-state students.

	What courses are required for me to graduate from high school on a college-preparatory track?

Students can be given a copy of the NC high school plan of study for different graduation options, along with any information specific to your school.
	What courses will be required for me to graduate from college in the major of my choice? 

This will vary by major. Students can generally access a college plan of study for the major of their choice online.  College plans of study will each contain a maximum 128 required semester hours. for completion.  However, many students will go beyond this in college, especially if they are unsure of the major they wish to select going in or if they transfer from a different setting.

	What happens if I do not understand something in high school?

In high school, teachers monitor students and know fairly quickly if a student does not understand a concept or needs extra support. Teachers often provide direct support and deliberately work it into a student’s learning schedule.
	What happens if I do not understand something in college?

In college, students are entirely responsible for monitoring their own understanding and seeking help when needed.  There are often many resources on a university campus for extra support (e.g., academic advisors, tutoring centers, labs, counseling center, instructors, online resources).  Many are underutilized.  It is entirely up to the student to seek and utilize these resources

	What accommodations do I receive in high school for my academic work?
This would depend on a student’s IEP—and these vary widely.  If a student is unaware and/or unable to articulate what is on his/her IEP in terms of accommodations and/or modifications, this would be an indicator to begin helping the student understand his/her learning needs and how to self-advocate for the necessary accommodations.
	What accommodations do I expect to receive in college for my academic work?

An IEP does not carry over to the university setting.  Students are responsible for taking their testing information to the Office of Disability Support Services on the university campus and, if they are eligible for services, register to receive accommodations as appropriate.  These vary by student depending on the type of disability.  

	What happens in high school when students are caught plagiarizing?

(Insert the policy of your school here.)  In some situations, students are alerted to the fact that they plagiarized and are asked to re-do that portion of the assignment.  Each school will handle this differently, often with a focus on teaching.  
	What happens in college when students are caught plagiarizing?

In the university setting, students are expected to be aware of the definitions and consequences of plagiarism.  Instructors can respond to plagiarism in a variety of ways.  Students could be assigned a failing grade for the project, which may result in a failing grade in the class.   The university Academic Integrity Board will have also established additional consequences that can ultimately result in suspension from the university if patterns of violations continue.

	How often do teachers and parents provide reminders about upcoming assignments in high school?

(Apply specifics about your setting here.)  Often students are provided with daily reminders about upcoming assignments, with teachers monitoring planners and assignment sheets.
	How often can I expect to receive reminders about upcoming assignments in college?

In the university setting, students receive a syllabus on the first day of class. If the syllabus contains information about assignments and due dates, students may not be reminded throughout the entire semester about upcoming due dates. Students are expected to take responsibility for time management, short-term planning, and long-term planning.
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