Lesson:  Module 1 Lesson 1                               Topic: High School vs. College Part I: General Overview
Objective: The student will identify at least 7 key differences between high school and college.
	Lesson Element
	Procedures
	Materials

	Lesson Setup

&
Lesson Opening
	Obtain PowerPoint for Module 1 Lesson 1 and make copies of student-guided notes for each student in the class. Inform students that at the conclusion of this lesson they should be able to state 7 key differences between high school and college environments. This will be the first in a series of high school/college comparisons in Module 1.


	Power Point File  Module 1 Lesson 1

Student-Guided Notes

	Lesson Body
	Teacher Input

Use teacher notes (detailed) and PowerPoint slides (key ideas) to discuss general and overarching High School/ College Comparisons. A summary of the 7 contrasts is listed here, but more detailed information is provided in the PowerPoint and Teacher Notes files. 
1. A high school education is free.  / A college education is expensive.

2. High school attendance is mandatory.  Students are required to attend until they reach a certain age. / College is voluntary.  Students choose whether or not to attend.

3. Graduation requirements are similar for all students.  /  Graduation requirements are complex and differ by year of entry and major.

4. High school is a teaching environment. / College is a learning environment.

5. Accommodations are focused on student success.  /  Accommodations are focused on student access.

6. Cheating or plagiarism may be relatively common and viewed as “no big deal”.  Consequences for academic dishonesty may be minor.  /  Professors and administrators take academic dishonestly very seriously.  Students may face consequences such as probation, suspension, or expulsion.

7. Students are generally told what to do, monitored, and given frequent feedback. / Students are generally expected to find out how to accomplish a task, get it done with little to no reminders, and take responsibility for outcomes.

Provide examples and take questions as needed during a full group discussion of each.

Guided Practice

Pair students in groups of two, and distribute the Guided Practice handout entitled “What Does This Mean for Me?” to each pair.  Give pairs time to respond to each prompt.  Pull back together to form a large group and facilitate an opportunity for students to share and discuss their responses to each question.  Use the teacher key, personal experience, and information you may have researched to go over these with the group.


	PowerPoint with
Teacher Notes

Student-Guided Notes 
“What Does this Mean for Me?” Worksheet and Teacher Key


	Extended Practice
	Provide students with a blank graphic organizer to use in order to compare and contrast high school and college. Use the comparison/contrast graphic organizer that is standard for your class or school (e.g., Venn Diagram, Double Bubble Thinking Map®). Each of the 7 characteristics discussed in class should be included.  Students may also add in extra contrasts that arose during the class discussions as appropriate.

If desired, an additional extension activity could involve an opportunity for students to research answers to the application questions (What does this mean for me?) as they apply to a specific post-secondary setting that each student wishes to attend.

Worksheet Completion Option: Students may complete the worksheet in pairs


	Venn Diagram/

Double Bubble Thinking Map® Template

(not included)

	Lesson Closing


	Review (method of your choice) the 7 basic characteristics discussed in class.
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