High School vs. College: A Comparison of What to Expect
High School vs. College Part I: General Overview

	High School
	College

	A high school education is _______________.
	A college education is ___________________.
Students and/or their parents may __________________________ to finance it.

	High school is ________________________.
Students ____________________________ ___________________ until a certain age.
	College is __________________________.
Students ______________________________.

	Graduation requirements are ______________ for all students. Students __________________ ___________ for knowing what classes to take.
	Graduation requirements are ______________ and differ by ____________________ and ______________. Students are responsible for _______________ and __________________ the requirements.

	High school is a _______________________ environment. _________________ are responsible for making sure students learn the facts and skills they are teaching.
	College is a _____________________ environment. ____________________ are responsible for making sure they understand the ideas the professors are presenting.

	Accommodations granted by a student’s IEP are designed to ________________________ _____________________ in class.
	Accommodations granted by Disability Support Services are designed to ensure that a student has _________________________ to a college education, but do not guarantee their success.

	Cheating or plagiarism may be relatively common and viewed as “not a ____________.”
Consequences for academic dishonesty are usually __________________.
	Professors and administrators take academic dishonesty __________________________.
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing may _____________________________________, or face consequences such as ______________________________________.

	Students are usually __________ what to do, _____________________ to ensure that they do it, and given _________________________ on their performance.
	Students are expected to take responsibility for ________________ what to do and how to do it, accomplishing the tasks, and accepting the _______________________ of their decisions.


Developing a College Transition Notebook

A. Why create a transition notebook?

· Practice _____________________ skills that are important to succeeding in college

· Keep track of all _____________________________________________________
B. Materials
· You will need:

· One 3-ring binder

· Tabbed dividerd (preferably with pockets)

· Loose-leaf paper

· Hole punch

· Something to write with
C. Suggested Notebook Sections
· Module Notes

· Journal/Reflections

· Admissions

· Housing/Residence Life/Campus Living

· Finances/Money

· Orientation

· Computing

· Extracurriculars

· To-Do Lists or Notes

· Miscellaneous/Other

High School vs. College Part II: Classes and Instructors
	High School
	College

	Students follow a ________________________ schedule and are told how to spend their time.
	Students (along with their advisors) _________ ______________________ and _____________ their own time.

	Classes are determined by _________________________________.

All students follow a __________________ curriculum.
	Classes are determined by _______________________________.
Requirements may ______________________ among majors.

	Class attendance is ____________________ and _______________________.
	Attendance policies _____________ by professor.

	Classes usually do not have more than ______________ students.
	Classes may have anywhere from ______________________________ students.

	Textbooks are usually _________ or provided at little expense.
	Students must buy textbooks, which can be ___________________. (Average cost is ____________________ per semester.)

	Students spend approximately 6 hours per day (________ hours per week) and proceed directly from ___________________________.
	Students spend only __________ hours per week in class and often have _______________ ___________________________.

	Teachers ________________________ completed homework.
	Professors _______________ check or grade homework but assume that students have completed it and are able to perform the same tasks on a test.

	Teachers may _________________________ of incomplete assignments.
	Professors usually do not remind students of ________________________________.

It is the ___________________ responsibility to ensure requirements are being met.

	Teachers often write information on the board or overhead projector to be _______________ for notes.
	Professors may lecture nonstop and write on the board ______________________________ _____________________________________.

Good ____________________ skills are essential.

	Teachers often _________________________ to remind students of test dates and assignments.
	Professors expect students to ______________ ______________________________________ the course syllabus.

	Teachers have been trained in _____________ ______________ to assist in imparting knowledge to students.
	Professors have been trained as experts in their area of research and may never have been taught “__________________________.”

	Teachers teach knowledge and facts, _________________________________ and ____________________________ through the thinking process.
	Professors expect students to ____________ _____________________ and ______________ seemingly unrelated information on  their own.

	Teachers often __________________________ if they believe the student needs help in the class.
	Professors expect the student to ___________ _________________ if the student is struggling in the class.

	Teachers are often available for conversations ______________________________________.
	Professors expect students to attend their ________________________________ if they need to talk to them. Professors often have somewhere else to be before and after class and won’t take time away from the lecture for conversation.


High School vs. College Part III: Studying
	High School
	College

	Study time outside of the classroom varies and may be as little as ________ hours per week per class. 
Some classes only require __________________ test preparation to succeed.
	Students generally need to study at least _________ hours outside of class for ________________ in class.

With a 12-hour course load, that means ______________ hours of studying per week.

	Students are expected to read short assignments that are _________________________________ in class.
	Substantial amounts of assigned reading may never be ________________________ in class.

	Students _____________ need to read anything more than once, and sometimes just _______________________ is enough.
	Students need to _________________________ and __________________________ regularly.

	Students are usually explicitly told what they should be learning from assigned readings.
	It is up to the student to read the assigned material and _____________________________ from it.

Professors lecture and make assignments based on the assumption that students ____________ ______________________________.


High School vs. College Part IV: Grades and Testing
	High School
	College

	Grades are given for ____________, if not all, assigned work.
	Professors may assign work and expect it to be completed, but never _____________________.

	Homework, quizzes, projects, and extra credit often raise a student’s overall grade when test grades are low because ____________________ are averaged into the _____________________.
	Test grades usually carry a great amount of weight in the final grade. Homework may be ungraded and extra credit is rarely available. ________________________________ are often the only grades students get in a class.

	Teachers ______________ students when they are doing poorly and often provide opportunities to catch up.
	Professors expect students to _______________ ________________________________.

	_____________________________, and students who put forth good effort may get a higher grade even if their performance does not meet the teacher’s standards.
	Putting forth good effort is important in regard to the professor’s willingness to help a student achieve a better grade, but _________________ _______________________________________ in the grading process.

	Report cards and progress reports are sent home to __________________________________ of a student’s grades.
	The university ____________________________ of grades.

	Teachers will usually try to help students in many ways to keep their grades up.
	Students with poor grades must _____________ from the _______________________ and other resources.

Students can be put onto academic probation for _______________________.

	Students can graduate as long as they  have passed all required courses with a grade of _________________________.
	Students can graduate only if their grade point average meets the departmental standard (usually a 2.0 or _____).

	Tests are usually ___________________ and cover ___________ amounts of material.
	Tests are generally ___________________ and cover ______________ amounts of material. A course might only have ______________ tests in a semester. Tests may also be cumulative, meaning that students are asked about material from __________________________ (even if it has already been addressed on an earlier test).

	Teachers tell students when a test is coming up and remind them frequently.
	Professors put test dates on the ______________ and may never mention it again until the day of the test.

	Teachers almost always tell students what they need to study for the test and often __________________________________ to point out the most important material.
	Professors may or may not give students a study guide and will probably not tell them ___________________________________.

If a professor offers a review opportunity, students are expected to come prepared with _____________________.

	Teachers often ____________________ test dates to avoid _______________ with school events or tests in other classes.
	Professors usually schedule tests and assignments without regard to the demands of other courses or outside activities and are unlikely to reschedule a test date due to ________________________________.

	Makeup tests are often available.
	Makeup tests are not usually given. If they are, the student needs to ______________________.

	A low grade on the first test may not have a significant impact on the student’s ______________________.
	A low grade on the first test may substantially impact a student’s final grade. Performing well on the first test may be very important to _______________________________________.

	Students are often expected to reproduce what they were taught _________________________ it was presented to them. When taking a test, students must usually solve _________________ __________________________ they were shown how to solve.
	Students are often expected to ____________ what they have learned to __________________ or to solve ______________________________ when taking a test.
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